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Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the 

chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will pro-
ceed to a period of morning business, 
with Senators allowed to speak for up 
to 10 minutes each. The Republicans 
will control the first 30 minutes, the 
majority will control the next 30 min-
utes. We are still working on an agree-
ment to line up votes that have been 
the subject of competing agreements 
with respect to the health care reform 
legislation. Pending is a Crapo motion, 
with a Baucus side-by-side on taxes; 
and a Dorgan amendment, with a Lau-
tenberg alternative. So we have four 
amendments on which we need to try 
to work something out. That is not 
done yet, but as soon as it is worked 
out we will notify Senators of any 
scheduled votes. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, every day 
we do not act, it gets more expensive 
to stay healthy in America. 

If you are fortunate enough to have 
health insurance, this is not news to 
you. You have no doubt noticed your 
premiums have more than doubled in 
the last decade, even though the qual-
ity of your health care has not dou-
bled—and that is an understatement. 

If you are fortunate enough to have 
coverage, you might have noticed that 
you are paying at least an extra $1,000 
a year to cover all of the other families 
who do not have health insurance. 

Those with insurance know when pre-
miums eat up a larger slice of their 
paychecks, they have less money to 
take home to their families. Those 
without insurance know the pain of 
skipping medicine or treatments or 
doctors visits because it simply costs 
too much to go to the doctor. Econo-
mists tell us if we do nothing, those 
costs will continue to climb and to 
climb. The economists tell us that 
without question, if we do not do some-
thing, the costs will continue to in-
crease. 

Very recently, the President’s Coun-
cil of Economic Advisers has crunched 
the numbers, and this respected group 
tells us the bill before the Senate will 
indeed keep health care costs down. 

Lower costs are good for every Amer-
ican. It means more people who do not 
have insurance today will be able to af-
ford it, and those who do have insur-
ance will have more stability and secu-
rity against losing it. 

The White House’s economists high-
lighted a number of other impressive 

effects of our bill. The amount our gov-
ernment spends on Medicare for our 
seniors and Medicaid for the under-
privileged will be much less than if we 
do not act. Our Nation’s deficit will be 
much lower than if we did not act. 
Health care costs in the private sector 
will be much lower than they would be 
if we did not act. And with this bill, 
American families’ incomes will in-
crease more than they would if we did 
not act. The same is true for job cre-
ation, small business growth, and our 
overall economy. 

After all, health reform is economic 
reform. When you are not spending so 
much of your paycheck on premiums, 
you have more left to feed your family 
and to fuel our economy. 

We also know a healthier workforce 
is a more productive workforce, and a 
more productive workforce means a 
healthier economy. Those are pretty 
good reasons to act and a pretty strong 
rebuttal against the strategy of doing 
nothing. This data proves once again 
what we have said from the start: this 
bill will save lives, save money, and 
save Medicare. 

That is the reality, and that is why 
we are working to make it possible for 
every American to afford a shot at a 
healthy life. It is a goal that will make 
our economy stronger and make our 
citizens healthier. It is a goal with an 
eye to the future, to our children, one 
that appreciates the long-term effects 
of what we do. 

The other side has a goal of its own— 
one that not only ignores the reality of 
the present but dismisses both the 
long-term benefits of acting and the 
long-term costs of doing nothing. 
Whereas we are working to slow the 
growth of health care costs, they are 
working to slow down the Senate. In 
fact, they would like to bring this body 
to a screeching halt. 

But we will not let talking points 
meant to scare seniors and frighten 
families obscure the hard data that 
show just how unhealthy our health 
care system is. We will not be derailed 
by those who spend more time hoping 
for America’s leaders to fail than they 
do helping the American people suc-
ceed. We will not be sidetracked by 
those who try to stop history in its 
tracks. 

Mr. President, would the Chair now 
announce morning business. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first 30 min-
utes and the majority controlling the 
next 30 minutes. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 
f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Repub-
licans be allowed to speak as a group 
over the next 30 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I thank 
you. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the health care 
bill that is before us. One of the major 
points of contention over the last 2 
weeks has been the fact that Medicare 
savings are being utilized to leverage 
an entirely different entitlement and 
not even taking care of the SGR issue 
that is so important to physicians 
around our country. 

The other important stat is the fact 
that half of the expansion in health 
care benefits that is occurring under 
this bill is under Medicaid, probably 
the worst health care program in 
America. After a year of discussions 
among many folks on a bipartisan 
basis, and ending up with a very par-
tisan bill, the fact that half of the ex-
pansion is occurring in one of the worst 
programs that exist in our country, 
locking people at 133 percent of poverty 
into Medicaid, with no other choice, 
does not seem to me to be true health 
care reform. 

I know the Senator from New Hamp-
shire, who has spoken eloquently on 
this issue, has something to say about 
that. 

Mr. GREGG. I thank the Senator 
from Tennessee for opening this discus-
sion on the issue of Medicaid. But I did 
want to ask a couple questions relative 
to what the Senate leader just said 
about the bill that is before us. 

We have to remember the bill that is 
before us—all 2,074 pages, as I under-
stand it—is not the bill we are going to 
actually consider. There is somewhere 
in this building a hidden bill, known as 
a managers’ amendment, which is 
being drafted by one or two or three 
people on the other side of the aisle, 
and which is going to appear deus ex 
machina on our desks fairly soon. We 
do not know what is in it. A lot of the 
people on the other side do not know 
what is in it. The press does not know 
what is in it. The American people do 
not know what is in it. 

Mr. CORKER. The President does not 
know what is in it. 

Mr. GREGG. The President does not 
know what is in it. Nobody knows what 
is in it. But they are designing this 
bill, which is going to be represented to 
expand Medicaid even further and to 
also offer the ability to people age 55 
and over to buy into Medicare, which is 
going to have a huge impact. 

But what the Senator from Nevada 
said, which I want to ask the Senator 
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